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ital photography have made film photography inconvenient 
for the photographer, so too has chairside CAD/CAM made 
sending many of the restorations we currently send to the 
lab, inconvenient for both the doctor and patient. 

When doctors approach me and want to argue margins, 
esthetics and occlusal accuracy with CEREC, it’s a discus-
sion that is just not worth wasting a good argument over. 
Surely there are plenty of things dentists can spend time dis-
cussing and arguing about, but the validity of CEREC resto-
rations is not one of them. 

The entire world woke up one morning and realized the 
benefits of digital with their photos. Just like that, photo de-
veloping huts went out of business. How many drive-thru 
photo shops are still in your neighborhood? 

Scores of dentists are also waking up and realizing the val-
ue of digital data, not only for their chairside restorations, 
but also the value of sending that digital data to their labo-
ratory partners. In the very near future, taking a physical 
impression and sending it to a lab will be as foreign to future 
generations of dentists as it is to taking a copper band im-
pression to today’s dentists. I know some of you are reading 
this and thinking “But wait, copper band impressions gave 
a great result.” Of course they did! Just as film gave us great 
photos, labs gave us great crowns. However, technology has 
allowed us to do these things easier, faster and better. 

This discussion, similar to the discussion over film vs. dig-
ital photography, has been won by digital CAD/CAM den-
tistry.  Crowns, onlays, inlays, and veneers are already being 
done.  Millions upon millions have been fabricated with the 
CEREC technology. And what is coming down the pipeline 
is truly exciting. Just as photographers have been able to 
take digital photos and use programs such as Photoshop® 
and other picture editing programs to manipulate and share 
them online and through other media, we can only imagine 
what the modern dentist will be able to do with the digital 
data of patients’ teeth. Chairside milling is just the begin-
ning. Orthodontic analysis, Invisalign impressions, implant 
planning and restorative care, are just a few of the possi-
bilities in the near future. What the future holds exactly is 
anyone’s guess, but there is no doubt that digital and CAD/
CAM is here to stay.   

Next year CEREC celebrates its 25th year and 24,000+ own-
ers. The first 25 years have brought innovations and prog-
ress that are truly remarkable. I look forward to the next 25 
years and welcome you along for the ride. 

Whether you are a current CEREC owner or one who is 
about to get on the digital dental bandwagon, visit www.
cerecdoctors.com and learn about the possibilities of CEREC. 
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                                                                     “The question for today’s doctor 
                  is not whether they will invest in digital CAD/CAM, but when. 
                             ... There are plenty of things dentists can argue about, 
         but the validity of CEREC restorations 
                                                                                       is not one of them.”

For immediate release: In the Quarter 1 2009 issue of CERECdoctors.com The Magazine, Apex Dental Materials errantly used the 
Gordon J. Christensen CLINICIANS REPORT name within an advertisement. While the information in the advertisement was accurate, 
the advertisement violated the criteria set forth by CR Foundation for the use of their organization in an advertisement. This mistake 
could have created confusion as to their role in the Dental Industry. To be clear, CR Foundation is the most highly respected organization 
in the dental industry. Their reputation for an unbiased approach to the evaluation of dental products is unquestionable. At no time did 
Apex Dental Materials intend to cloud the reputation of CR Foundation or suggest CR Foundation was anything other than the unbiased 
foundation they have been for the past 33 years. Further, CR Foundation has never worked for, or on behalf of, Apex Dental Materials. Apex 
Dental Materials would like to apologize for any confusion this mistake may have caused and issue the following statement on behalf 
of the CLINICIANS REPORT: “Gordon J. Christensen CLINICIANS REPORT is independent from all dental product companies. If you 
see this non-profit dental education and product testing group’s name or logo in any dental company ad, it is without permission. Please 
be advised that CLINICIANS REPORT (formerly CRA Newsletter) does not allow dental companies to reference its independent dental 
product testing for the purposes of product promotion. For more information call 888-272-2345.”
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